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To the Right Honourable | 
Sir ROBERT CLATTON, K* 


LORD MAYOR, 
AND THE 


COURTof ALDERMEN. 


My Lord, 

T is Safe and very Commendable, for every 
Magiſtrate to take the proſpe of his Duty 
from the Watch-tower of Circumſpeftion, by con- 
faulting the Infallible Oracle of the holy Scriptures. 

Herein it is promiſed to ſuch who fear the Lord: 
that in difficult Times, and in perplexing Doubts, 
be will guide them in untrodden Paths, and make 
the Jakeft Diſpenſations of his Providence, if not 
plain and clear before them, yet comfortable in 
the Iſſue. 

Your Honour hath ſignalized your Wiſdom, 
Courage,and Fidelity, in the happy Condudt of this 
Renowned Metropolis, under the Banner of Truth 
and Peace. Tet the Jews ſay, That God gives 
no manthe Title of Saint, until he be dead. 

Soneedful is perſeverance in a courſe of Piety 
and Righteouſneſs ,, not only to make a Magi- 
flrates Fame ſurvive and ſpread unto Poſterity ; 
but alſo, to beget an univerſal Spring in Vertue, by 
the impregnating influence of his good Example. 

While Vulgar minds have turned Giddy, and 
fordidly complied with Faftious Novelty; your Heo- 


nouur 
_ ) 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
w0ur, 25 another Ariſtudes, hath cleaved to Prin. 
ciples of Uprightneſs, amidſt -all Commotrons tm 
Church and State. | 

As you were unanimouſly choſen to ſit in the 
' Pretorian Chair, ſo you have in every reſpeA diſ- 
charged that Duty, which correlates to ſo high 
and weighty a Truft. | 

Neither the Syrene Charms of Popular Ap- 
plauſe, have puft you up, in your ſteady Impartial 
Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, joyned with the Amia- 
bility of Moderation. | 

Nor hath the fear of rude Clamors, made any 
impreſſion upon your undaunted Fidelity, to 

flacken the Rains , or betray the prudent Ends 
of Government. 

May your Lordſhip, with the reft of thoſe Wor- 
thy Senators, who influence the publick, Coanſels 
of this Metropolis, as Patrons of Righteouſneſs, 
and Patterns of Loyalty, be ſhielded by the $u- 
preme Governor of the World: May the preſent 
and future Generations, pay due Reverence to 
You, by a grateful remembrance of your conflant 
Solicitude and exemplary Endeawours, in promo- 
ting the Tranquillity and Felicity of this Renown 
ed City; which is, and ſhall be, the hearty Pray- 
er of him, who continues to be 


Tour Honours moſt humble 
8nd devared Servant, 


SAMUEL SMITH. 


[2] 


ZECH. XIV. 7» 


In the Evening it ſhall be Light: 


He infinite Wifdom of the Supreme 

Governor of the World, hath in all 

Ages judgcd it neceſſary, to ſer forth 

ſome Providences of fuch wonderful Intrica- 

cy, as may exerciſe the utmoſt vigour of 

Chriſtian Faith and Patience. The moſt ex- 

quiſite ſearch of Humane Reaſon, is utterly 

incapable of comprehending their myſterious. 
{cope and tendency. 

Therefore, the Lord to prevent all repuung 
Prejudices againſt tus dark Diſpenſations, hath 
furniſhed us with this foundation of Supporr, 
That in the Evening it ſhall be Light. h 

T his Evening, raay partly be meant of the 
laſt Age of the Chriſtan Church , when the 
Jews ſhall be converted to their Meſſiah;which 
{ball be as a nuxaculous Reſtauration fromthe 
Dead. þ 

This ſhall not be a muxt day of Brightneſs 
ſtained with Darkneſs, but one Entire day, in 

an 
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an uninterrupted flux of Grace and Mercy. 


If it were capable of any Evening, that 
very Declining time, or Twilight, be ac- 


counted full of Brightneſs. 


This 1s a Truth: Bur I rather underſtand 
this Evening, to be the whole Serics, or Cur- 
rent of Divine Providence, which by Inter- 
vales, will be mixt with much Gloominels, as 
to miſapprehenſions about the ſcope or ten- 
dency of Cloudy Times upon the Chriſtian 
Churches ; groſs Darkneſs ſhall cover the 
Earth, by the Apoſtacy of many Proteſlors ; 
and Debauchery ſhall ſpread, as a righteous 
puniſhmenton ſuch Apoſtacy, 

Hereupon, the Providences of God will be- 
come dark and ſcyerely dreadful, in a ſeeming 
Reduction of the Times to a Diſmal Chaos 
of Confution. 

Notwithſtanding, in the Evening , when 
Darkneſs ſeems to grow more and more to a 
perfect Midmight, yer even then, it ſhall be 
Light. 

The Obſervation from the Text 1s this, It 
is the Lord's uſual Method, not to give out 
any comfortable proſpect of the ſafe and hap-. 
py iflue of dark diſmal Proyidences, till the 
Caſc be deſperate inappcarance. 

This great Truth, 1. I ſball demonſtrate 
from Scripture Inſtances and Examples. 


2. I 
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2. I ſhall ſhew the reaſons, why the Lord de- 
liversnot, till Diſtreſſes run outinto Extrenunes. 

3- I ſhall ſet before you ſome Rules, how to 
interpret Dark Providences,. for your Support 
under them. 

4. Iſhall ſtate ſome Direftions, how we may 
oaina Proſpect of Bright and Happy times,when 
we arc wrapt up in a Night of Trial and Diſtreſs. 

5. Iſhall makean Improvement of the whole, 
by inferring what our Dury 1s, upon the tulfil- 
ling of ſogrand a Priviiedg ; That inthe Evening, 
it ſhall be Light. 

Scripture Inſtances to demonſtratethe truth of 
this comfortable Aflertion. | | 

1. After Adam's grand Apoſtacy , when he 
ſtood trembling at the Serpents doom, unterring 
thac lis own ſhould be more ſevere, yet behold, 
the Judg. himſelf turns Advocate: The Curſe 
upon Satan, 1s interwoven with the dawning 
ot reſtoring Grace to rebellious man, in thus 
Fundamental Pronuſe; 7he Seed of the Woman, 

fall break the Serpents head. FLW 
2. In chat terrible Night-Vifton, wherein the 
Lord Covenanted to dcliver Abraham's Sced out 
of Egyptian Bondage, there was preſented a ſhi- 
ning Lamp in the mid(t of a ſraoaking Furnace ; 
as an atluring Pledg, That though they had ain 
among the Pots, yer they ſhould become as the 
Wings of a Dove covered with Silver, in anin- 
| B nOocent 


[4] 
nocent , ſpeedy , and beautiful Reftauration 
from the Seyerity of their Servitude. 

3 When'tthe Jews dry Bones were kick'd about 
in ſcorn, then the Lord miraculouſly opened 
the Sepulcher of their long confirmed Capnvaty, 
and reſtored them with f plendor , as laden with 
Treaſure to rebuild the Temple. 

Thus a Nation was bornto Freedom in one 
day , and cxaltcd to Safery by a new Creation. 

4 Was there not a Midnight of Superſtition, 
and abounding Corruptions 1n —_ Church 
and State, when the Scepter was departed from 
them > What hope was there that ever this 
Cloud ſhould be diſpelled > Yer, even theſe 
Miſts of Darkneſs uſhered in the Day-ſtar , Chriſt 
Feſus, to enlighten the Gentiles, and become the 

Glory of his Pcople Iſrael. 

; Let me give you one Inſtance more in your 
own Experience, Was nor a thick Cloud onthe 
Eye of the Cleareſt Underſtanding, to conceal 
from us the proper Mcans of Slackning or Ex- 
tinguiſhing that Drcadful Conflagration , which 
burſt out ro the Conſumpnon of all our preci- 
ous and delectable Injoyments ? 

And yet, eventhen, we werehid inthe midſt 
of a Devouring Fire ; So preſerved, that the Sons 
of Violence durſt not in that Extremury, take the 
Advantage to aſlault our Perſons ; thereby to 
out-act the Cruclry of the Flames. Is not _ 

ty 
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City revived, as a Phoenix, out of its yery Ruins? 
Buile fairer and firmer by an Awful and Won- 
derful Reſtauration? 

Surely , Its very Duſt was precious to that 
God , whoſe Good-will continued to dwell in 
che Flanung Buſh, to giveita freſher Verdare. 

May this City of Solemnities become a Pat- 
tern of Reformation to the whole Nation. This 
will ſtrike a Terror into Reſtleſs Incendiaries , 


who even execrate our greater Luſtre, as the 


Center of the Lords delight. 

I hope the Envious Viperous Brood of Jeſuits, 
who arc ſtudious in contriving Miſchiet , ſhall 
never effect our Second Deſolation. 

And that, while wecleave to the Lord in our 
Integrity , there ſhall be a Covering of Defence 
upon all our Glory. 

However , It any Cloud of Malice ſhould 
ſtain and darken the Beauty of our preſent Pro- 
ſperiry , yet the Moſt High hath Wiſe and Gra- 
cious Ends, in permitting Diſtreſſes to exſpati- 
atc into Amazing Extrenuties, betore he appear 
ro check them. TI ſhall briefly mention ſome of 
chem. 

1 Hereby the Lord humbles and trics us, to 
fir us for Comfort. Thus he led [{-ae/ thorow 
Fire and Water , the moſt Forlorn Diſtreſles; 

ct, when they bowed with Submiſſion to his 
Vill, he brought them fort 1nco a Wealthy 
Land. B 2 His 
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His Delays arc no Denials, nor A nesof 
Inſufficiency to Help , bur only Whets ro the 
Importunity of Praycr, a Touch-ſtonero ry the 
Sincerity and Vivacity of Faith, Love, Sclt-de- 
nial , and Obedience. Mm 

2 Reaſ. Hereby he makes the Mercy of Dcehi- 
ycrance appear more Glorious. He beaunifies 
the Work of Salvation , while it 15s interwoven 
with Difficultics. Prepaircd Mercics are longer 
betore they be exhibited. As they are curioully 
framed with deeper Impreſſions of Wiſdom and 
Power , ſo they would not be diſpenſed with 
fachfulneſs, were they entailed upon ſuch, who 
cannot wait the Lords leifure of Beſtowing 
them. 

3 Reaſ. Sudden Help doth not fo deeply at- 
fect with Thanktulncſs, nor. advance the Heart 
ro ſo high a Pitch in Dury. We prize what we 
obtain with Ditkculry. 

4 Reaſ. It is Wiſdom in God to ſtraiten be- 
fore he relicyc us, leatt wc ſhould aſcribe Inlarge- 
ment to our ſclyes. 

The Uſe ſerves for Information : Thus, 

Under all Extremutics of Afiction and ſeem- 
ng Ruins of the Church, there lies hid the Semi- 
nal Hope of an Happy Reſtitution ; which may 
command a dreadtul Reſtraint in Encmics, and 
a Venerable Eſteem from Friends. 

Thoſc Plancts haye the ſweereſt and moſt be- 
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nigne Influence , whuch are of the ſloweſt Mo- 
tron. 

Ler not therefore the Suſpenſion of Gods. 
Help , breed any Suſpicion of his Love ; be- 
— the choiceſt Exhibitions of Mercy are de- 
rained a while, that the Beauty and Bounty of 
chem may gratific our patient Waiting tor them. 

Uſually all the Berjamins of Mercy , arc firſt 
Benonies of Miſery. 

We many times meet with Storms , which: 
hazard a Shipwrack, before precious Gems and. 
Fragrant Spices unlade themſelves into our Bo- 
ſome. | 

Sampſon's Honey-Comb was the more plea- 
ſant y caken by Conflict out of the Car- 
caſcof a Lion; ſo Mercies relliſh ſweeteſt, when 
raken our of the Bowels ob the moſt aftrighting 
Providence. 

The Lord fertles his Church, by ſhaking Ir, 
thar ſo the Deſire of all Nations might Center 
in Chriſt , under whoſe Banner only, they can 
poſlce(s a Secure and Glorious Reſting Placc. 

Be perſwaded then, to act this Lite of Faith. 
O che Uſctulne(s and adnurable. Eftects thereot! 
Thus ſcatters our Fears, raiſes our Courage, chc- 
riſhcs our Hope , filences ourRepining , ſpiritu- 
allizes our LVurnes , cvidences the Truth and 
Scrength of Love; brings Light out of Darkneſs, 
Lite our of Death. 

F _ ith 
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Faith is the Parcnt of Sclt-reſignation to God's 
'Supreme Wiſdom, whuch cs the Soul to 
expect Comfort in his Time and Mcthod, It 
revents any Contrivance how we may tree our 
elves at once of all Diſcontentedneſs, by any 
prepoſterous or unjuſtifable Expedient. 
aith tramplcs on all the broken Reeds of 
Creature-props and Dependences. | 

It abhors the thoughts of Complying with 
ſuch Sacriledge to God's Diſhonour, as to accept 
of any Creature to become bound with infinute 
Strength and unchangeable Faithfulneſs, for the 

fulfilling of any Pronuſe. 

Therefore, 1n all Straits, ſuppreſs the ſhifing 
Life of Senſe. 

This is much like the Sick mans turning from 
-one {ide of the Bed unto the other. It may give 
a little eaſc, or palliated Cure for the preſent, 
bur cannot root out the habituated Diſtern: 

cr of Diſcontent with our Condition. Judgin 
by Senſc is a low-ſpirited-life, which ods 
nothing but airy expectation from the Creature, 
and ſo loſes that very Comfort which it ſecks, 
with an impetuous Impatiency. 

Racher maintain Serenity in your Mind, by 
Invigorating the Heroical Acts of Faith. This 
will not leave you Floating on a dark Sea, bur 
will Pilot you to Chriſt in the Promiſe, asa ſecure 
Harbour. Therctorc, amudſt all Storms and 


Rocks 
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Rocks, let this ſteer and over-rule your Courte. 

Bur you will fay, May not the Providences of 
God ſeem to thwart” or ſupercede his Promiſes? 
When theſc are very Gloomy and Tremendous, 
how ſhall we do to ſupport our ſelves, or to de- 
mean our ſclves ſo, as notto cenſure them, our 
of Ignoranceor Diſcontent? 

To ſupport our Hearts under diſmal myſeri- 
ous Diſpenſations, conſider theſe Rules and Di- 
rections. 

1- Rule. You muſt know in the general, that 
it 15 God's Prerogative to keep ſecret (tor ſome. 
Tratt of Time) the ultimate ſcope of his Ob- 
lique and Circulate Diſpenſations; He will ſet 
forth ſome Occurrences, to puzzlc Senſe, to 11- 
lence Carnal Reaſon, to abate the ſwelling of a 
proud Heart. That ſo, man by his moſt curious 
{carch , may not find out any thing , which God 
is reſolved to lock up in his own Breaſt. Beſides, 
if every Providence did run in a ſmooth Chan- 
nel, where were any Trial of the Faith and Pa- 
tience of the Saints ? 

Yea, the moſt Cloudy and Dreadful Caſes, 
ſerve to make up the Beauty of God's Govern- 
ment, as Whute and Black Marble intermuxr, 
makes Checquer- Work the more admired. 

Though Duſt and Rubbiſh fly in our Eyes, 
whilethe Lord 1s ficting and polliſhing the rug- 
goed Materials of his Temple, yet -we ſhall ice 
clearly 
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dearly the glorious Contrivance of the com- 
pleat Struure, when the Scafftolds of our Selt- 
conceited-Models which raiſe Pride and Preju- 
dice, are totally removed. 

There is a ſecret Harmony bertwixt Providence 
and Providence. Theſe, hke _ Exhalations, 
ſeem to claſh ; yet, as to the main Deſign of God, 
they combine to the Stability of our Faith, and 
the Reward of our Duty in a patient waiting for 
theirappointed Iflue. 

The Lord can make the Lion and the Lamb 
Cohabiate, allay the contranety of jarring Ele- 
ments, by commanding them into an amucable 
and happy League. 

He can ſo over-rule all bluſtering Animoſi- 
ties, that they ſhall nor overſer his main Deſign ; 
bur conſpire to haſten it to its deſired Port : 
Thus, by varicty, the Wheels in Clock-work 
ſeem to croſs cach other, yet, all help forward 
the univerſal motion, tor the regular pointing 
out of ſuch ſet Scaſons, which belt are firred to 
the accompliſhment of our Purpoſes. 

Therctore, as the Iſraelites readily marchr af- 
tcrthe Pillar of the Cloud in the Wilderneſs; fo, 
mult we follow the Lord's Condutt without 
repinings, upon the barc {1ght of our Warrant, 
though we know not a ſtep of the way. 

2. Rule. When there 1s nor any particular 
Promiſe which faces and ſuirs to a dark Provi- 
dence 
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dence, yet the main Body of the Pronufes (which 
arc the Common Places or Repoſitories of a 
Chriſtians Comfort ) may become as a Conftel- 
lation, to guide us when we are Toſt upon the 
darkeſt Ocean. 

3. Rule. Treaſure up the Experiences of for- 
mer Ages, thoſe will hold us up from — 
in Extrenuties, ſo chat we ſhall not charge Go 
fooliſhly. 

Awake, awake, O Arm of the Lord, put on 
Strength as in the Ancient times, as 1n the Ge- 
nerations of Old : Art not thou he,who haſt wound- 
ed Rahab, or Egypt, and cut in pieces the Dragon, 
or Pharaoh in the Red Sea; Ia. 51.9,10,11. © 

It is very obſervable, That the LortFgave that 
unruly Death-threatning Leviathan, to become 
Food, to ſtrengthen the Faith of the Tſraelites. 
diſtreſſed afterward in the Wilderneſs, P/al. 74. 
9,10 15. 

Yea, when the Church in Babylon lamented, 
that they ſaw not their Signs, nor had any Pro- 
phet among them to give them any Proſpect of 
Hope, that they ſhould be delivered ; yer, they 
drew an Argument to rcheve thar deſponding 
Thoughts, from the Interchangeable, yer con- 
{tanc orderly Courſes of the Night and Day, of 
Winter and Summer. : | 

Thus they Reaſoned: Is rot the Day thine, as 
well as the Night © Thou haſt prepared the Light,” 
and the Sun. G Yea, 


| _ 
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Yea, the darkneſs of the Night, ſets off the 
beauty of the Morning Light, and makes it to 
be more wonderfully accepted. 

Thus ought Chriſtians, not Idlcly ro behold 
the Face of the Heavens, but to make an Im- 
provement of the Stationary Courſes of the Sea- 
fons of the Year.; We may fetch Relict to our 
drooping Thoughts, from God's Covenant in 
Nature, to confirm our Faith in his Redeemuing 
_ as to the expectation of ſpecial Grace and 

lercy. 

Ic 4 very obſeryable, That the Pſalmuſt in Pa- 
rallel Alluſfion, ſays, 7hy Mercy, 0 God, reaches 
to the Heavens, and thy Truth, or Faithfulneſs, 
to the C lows. 

The Lord ſufters theſe to gather, and grow 
big with Black Vapours, even unto a Boiſterous 
Conteſt ; yet in their Diflolution, they pertorm 
a Kindneſs in Watering the dry Furrows of the 
Earth, to make them Smile with a Fruittul Ver- 
dure. 

So the Saints Graces, which ſeemed Impriſon- 
ed in an Earthly obduratc Heart,being bedewed 
with Afﬀictions, bud afreſh with aloyely Luſtre. 

In all Diſtreſles theretore , let us thus argue , 
If the Lord order the Contrariant Seaſons of Na- 
eture, to conſpirein a mutual Benefit to the Uni- 
verſe, will he not much more exec a tender 
Care over his Church, tor whoſe ſakegfhe _—_ 

| rea- 
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Creation 1s guided with a ſteady unerring Hand 
even in ſuch Changes which ſometimes ſtagger 
the Faith, and tire out the Patience of his AMicted 
Servants ? 

tence TI infer, That when one Providence 1s 
complicated within the myſterious Darkneſs of 
another, Then,the Word of Promuſe mult be our, 
Staft to lean on, and the Precept our Rule to 
Walk by. | 

The moſt Conflicting Diſtreſles which croſs 
our Hopes and Declires, oftentimes ripen the 
Promules, to the furtherance of God's Delagn. 

Thus, 7oſeph's being fold into Egypr, made 
way for his Advancement in Pharaoh's Court: 
The Incombing of Jonah in the Whales Belly, 
buried him into Lite ; It gained Reverence to his 
Perſon, being Miraculouſly preſerved, and the 
Demorage of his Emballage, { himſelf being 
plunged into the heart of the Sea ) rhade hs 
Lecters Credential to be better atteſted and be- 
lieved. 

4- Rule. When Providences arc Dark, Pray- 
cr muſt joyn Iflue to clear them up; Thus is the 
rcadieſt, moit dextcrous Key to uncypher rheſc 
Myiterious Characters, in the protound mean- 
ing of them. 

Eſpecially when you haye an Eye of depen- 
dency on Chriſts prevalenc Inteccethion, for this 
very purpolc. 


C 2. Worthy - 
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' Worthy is the Lamb fJain, who Purchafed 
the Promiſes, and Ratified them in his Blood- 
ſhed, to open the Sealed Book of Providential 
Myſteries. | 

The Lord would loſe the Glory of his Works, 
if they ſhould alway be concealed, as illegible 
Characters, which none could underſtand; 
Therefore, he hath ordained the Spiric of Prayer, 
to illuſtrate dark Prophetical Paſſages recorded 
for future Comfort. 

Now, if Praycr obtain not a ſpecdy fatisfacti- 
on to our Doubts, yet our Hearts ſhall be qui- 
eted with this Conſideration, T hat all things ſhall 
work together for good, to ſuch who fear the Lord. 

Therefore, Genuine Chriſtians will wair, all 
the whole Platform of God's Government,amidſt 
all Viciſſirudes of Changes, ſhall be preſented 
in One view. 

This will certainly be unfolded in the World 
ro come. Then, Shall we know as we now are 
known: That 1s , We ſhall plainly (ce the true Rea- 
ſon, why the Lord vail'd his Providenrial Actings, 
asf he had forgotten ro be Gracious. 

Yea, weſhall acknowledge, that he could not 
have takena fitter, wiſer Courſe, to bring us to 
a bleſſed Station, than by the way ot his dread- 
ful Rebukes, when we grew wanton with Mer- 
cies, and froward in Our Sins. 

5 Rule. When you cannot follow God in 


untrod- 
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untrodden paths of Providence, yet conſider, 
it is good and ſafe, todraw nighto hum, in your 
undoubted Duty. | 

Reſolve therefore, tho he whiſper not all his 
Secrets into thine Ear, yethe ſhall be ſure of the 
Obedience of the Hearr. 

Perſevere in ſecking the Beauty of his Face, 
when thou canſt not participate of his Bounty, 


nor find out the intricate Windings of lus. 


Works. 

Conform to his Known Will, when thou 
canſt not ſpell out his Secret Decrees and Pur- 

oſes. | 

, 6 Rul-. Juſtifie God as holy 1n all his Ways, 
and righteous 1n all his Works , when you can- 
not judge poſitively concerning them ; Pſal. 97. 
2. Clouds and thick Darkneſs are round about 
him , yet Righteouſneſs and Judement are the Ha- 
bitation of his Throne : That 1s, Equuty, Wiſdom, 
and Moderation , are the Stability of his Go- 
vernment. 

How awtul and yet ſerene Majeſty , 1s re(t- 
dent in the Lord , while he wraps himfelt up in 
moſt dreadful Appearances. 


He ranks theſe Clouds, wlule they conteſt, 


and rides on the Wings of the Wind, giving a 
Law unto them , while they threaten to over- 
whelm us with a Storm. Many times, Dark Ad- 
muuſtrations are the Duſt of his Feet , "_ 

IC 
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he raiſes in order to his merciful approaches 
towards us: Therefore ſpeak CR y of the 
Lord, when you are atthe loweſt , in point of 
Hope and Help. | 

Wherein you cannot diſcover God clearly, 
ic will be your Duty, Modeſty, and Safery, to 
bedevoutly blind. 

7 Rule. Though Providences ſhould be 
Gloomy and Dreadtul, yer be nor diſcouraged, 
becauſe the molt Starthng Appearances of God. 
have uſually uſkered in the moſt Remarkable 
Degrees of Peace and Eſtabliſhment unto the 
Church; Fer. 30.5,6,17. Fer. 33. 6, 10, 11. Zech. 
13.8, 9. Pſal. 71.20, 21. Pſ. 65.5. By terrible 
things in righteouſneſs , haſt thou anſwered us, 0 
God of our Salvation. 

He fulfills Prayer many times 1n ſuch a ſtrange 
way, which will make our hearts totremble. 

The Lord appeared to Fob in the Whirlwind, 
when he came to comfort him, and juſtifie his 
Righteous Cauſe againſt is Cenforious Friends. 
Thus, the place was ſhaken, when the Apoſtles 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; As 4. 31. 
So, Paul was ſtruck blind , and taken up for 
dead, when the Lord choſe him to be a Veſlel 
of Mcrcy and Honour, to bear his Name before 
the Gentiles; As 9. 9,17. Fire came down from 
Heaven to conſume the Sacrifice , in Atteſtation 
of Its Acceptance. 


The 
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The higheſt Joys are built on the loweſt and 
moſt tried Foundation. | | 

The deepeſt , moſt boiſterous Inuandation of 
Calamines , ſhall not drown us, if they advance 
us in Heavenly-mindedneſs : Hereby we ſhall 
gain the proſpect of Gods Covenant, Mercy and 
Fidelity , as a Securing Rain-bow abour the 
Throne of Amazing Juſtice. 

8 Rule. Reſerve your paſſing Sentence on 
the Darkeſt Diſpenſations, until the winding 
up, 1ntheir ultimate Scope and Tendency. 

As we muſt be Witneiles of Gods Truth , to 
the preſent Generation, and Truſtees to tranſ- 
mit 1t pure unto Poſterity ; ſo, when Providen- 
ces are molt {tupendious, we mult treaſure up 
Prayers, and anredate Praiſcs , for thoſe Salvati- 
ons, which God will work in After-ages. 

We ſhould rejoyce, to think that the Lord 
will provide more ::alcyon days for the Succeſ- 
five Generations of the World , though our 
ſelves ſhould fall in the Wilderneſs, and never 
ſet foot on the Canaan of a Delired Reſt. 

Bur fearing, leſt this Day-ſtar may be per- 
yerred 1n its benigne Influence , by breeding 

rcſumprion, in a1intul or flochtul, tecure ſtare, 
ct 1t caſt an Aſpect of Caution, in Conjunctt- 
on with 1ts comfortable Rays , that none may 
be nuſled by the abuſe thereot. 

iſt, Letnot Romijh Doctors expect,that the Sa- 
ving 


(WF 
ving Light of the Knowledge of God inChrift, 
ſhould beam into them , while they willtul- 
ly yield themſelves , as Caprtives to thePower 
and Prince of Darkneſs; or delight to ſtrengthen 
a Combination with reſtleſs Atheiſtical Workers 
of Iniquity. | 

Such are afraid leaſt the hght of Gods Truth 
ſhould diſturb their Secunity 1n a Sinful Courſe ; 
yet there 1s no ſhadow of any pretence, under 
which Antichriſt may preſume to lie ſafe from 
that Winged Deſolation which watches to en- 
ſnare him. 

As the Path of the Juſt is like the Morning 
Light, which ſhines _— to pertect Serenity 


in the Conſcience ; ſo the Way and Deſigns of 


the Ungodly ſhall periſh : For theſe, the Black- 
neſs and extremity of Darkneſs , is reſerved for 
ever. 

They may ſportngly preſume to warm them- 
ſelves with their own deceitful dying Sparks, 
kindled outof the Grandeur of the World , and 
a pompous Falſe Religion ; yet, they ſhall lie 
down in the ſhame of Diſapporfitment 

When once an Evening of unexpected Ter- 
rors ſhall overtake them , theſe ſhall increaſe to a 
midnight of deſperate Sorrow in a perfect De- 
ſolation. 


dl 
forabl 


, Let not the Enthuſiaſt pervert this Com- 
le Promiſe 1n the Text, as 1f the Kingdom 


of 


[279 ] 
of Chriſt were. to-be promoted by the Inventi- 
on of any Novel Arrogating Opinions, which 
ſuch Men expect ſhould be latina for Undubr 
cable Maximes. | 

Theſe can neveruſherIn, thoſe glorious Acceſ- 
fions of Truth and Peace , pronuſed to the la- 
ter Age of the Chriſtian Churches. | 

Under a Pretence, that, In the Evening it ſhall 
be Light. Scepricks irrevercntly pry into the Ca- 
binert of Gods Secret Counſels. 

Such, do not with a modeſt ſafety advancein 
che Search of true Wiſdom , but rather rudely 
dictace Rules to the Supreme Governour of the 
World. Proud Dogmarical Spirits , exalr the 
Phxznomena , or Mock-light of their Wanton 
Fancies. Under pretence of illununating others, 
they deſpiſe the Sacred Inftitutionsof Chriit, as 
if thoſe were weak, faint, obſcure, Streams of 
Light, adapted and fitted, only to the Infant State 
of Chriſtianity. 

Such Deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſnels, 
flows not from the Father of Lights , bur from 
Romuth perverting Enuſlaries , the -Locuſts of 
the Pit of Darknets. 

ly. There 1s another Caution,I would giveto 

ſuch , who expect the glorious Acceſliion of 
Fewiſh Converts to the Chriſtian Churches. | 
Let them not diſturb Chnits ſweet repoſe, 


amonyz the Lilhes of Evangelical Vertues, by be- 
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coming Thorns and Briars, to tear and rend in 
pieces his Seamleſs Coar of Unity and Concord, 
The Diviſions of Chriſtians among them- 
ſelves, obſtrudts the Converſion of the Few:r, 
are the Engines which Rome makes uſc of to bat- 
ter down the Bulworks of our Safety. Fiery 
Conteſts among Proteſtants, ſcare the Wild Sa- 
vages from embracing Chriſts Pure Religion. 
His Healing Influences , as the Sun of Rightcouſ- 
neſs, cannot ſpread to ſuch Nations, who ſtill 
remain under the power of Pagan or Popiſh 
Blindneſs ; when they hear that Chriſts Doves 
uarrcl'one another with as great bitterneſs of 
Giri as, That whereby Wolves defignedly prey 
on the Lords Inhericancec. 
Whar a ſhame 1is1t, That theſe Lovely Twins 
of Truth and Peace , ſhould be divorced, when 
as the Fruits of Righteouſneſs = neither be 


ſown nor reaped ſo advantageouſly , ina Storm, 


of Paſhion. 

It we would have Gods Mercy and Truth 
mect togethef in fulfilling the Promiſe of our E- 
ſtabliſhment , Let Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs 
. -eachother 1n our own Brealits. 

' But if a perverſe ſpinit be mingled among us, 
all Counſels and Means uſed tor Safery , wall 
prove abortive. 

Let usnot by our Anamoſinies, Jcalouſies, and 
Immoralitics , atcempt that Deſtruction upon 

our 
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our ſelves, which all our Enemies could never 
yer effect : While the eps ſeverally contended 
in Parties, they were univerſally overthrown. 
Many are inexpedation of Glorious Promi- 
ſes ro be fulfilled in the Laſt Age of the World : 
But we can never become terrible to Antichriſt, 
all all Antichriſtian Luſts be pulled down in our 
own hearts, nor tull we diſplay che Banner and 
Beauty of Truth with Unanimuty. | 

Thus will credit , propagate, maintain, and 
ſecure the Proteſtant a clini and its Profeſlors, 
in the hearts and eſtimation of all Men: When 
the Lord ſhall reſtore S702 to a more ſertled State, 
che Worſhippers of his Name, ſhall ſee Eye to 
Eye; they ſhall agree in the ſame Sentiments ot 
Religion, and in Candour of Aﬀection. 

In the mean time, while it 1s only Twilight, 
among the moſt knowing Chriſtians, let us nor 
reproachtully ſtigmatize one another 1n thoſe leſs 
conſiderable Controverſies, which at this day 
perplex the Chriſtian Churches. 

he Genuine Spirit and Profeſſion of Chrifts 
Pure Religion , 1s full of Meekneſs, and not 
ſowred with Envy, Malice, norany proud Par- 
rialiry 1n judging of Opinions. | 

It doth not wrangle in a Peremptory aflerting 
_ Truth lies on the fade of this or that Parry 
only. 
Such Claſwng Corru'cations, are Portentous 

D 2 Fore- 
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Fore-runners of Deſtruction , and not that Di- 
vine Light which they pretend to be. 

They are rather W1ld-fire, thrown into the 
Sanctuary of God , to fill it with Smoke and 
Clamor. 

We muſt not turbulently plead for any Truth, 
tho clear to us, and very conſiderable 1n it ſelf. 

This will render our Teſtimony to be ſuſpect- 
ed 1nits Validity and Sincerity. We ought with 
ſcrenity of Mind to wait, till the Father of Lights, 
ſhall clear up ſuch Myſterics in Religion, which 
_ asyet, may be hid trom others of Weaker Ap- 

prehenſions. 

Letnone therefore out of an Impatient Curi- 
olity , prefumpruouſly obtrude , or irregularly 
propagate, any private Conceptions , as if they 
were Indubitable Maximes, to be 1mbraced by 
the Implicite Belief of other men 

The Lord hath promiſed to ſpread the Reycla- 
tion of Truth in his own Time and Method, 
thereby to ſuperſede all troward Conteſts and 
raſh Forwardnefs jn any , to difſcminate their 
own Opinions, by the Diſturbance of Publick 
Peace and Order. Let this Confideration mo- 
derarte all Conteſts abour Circumſtanrials in Re- 
-ligion; »4z, Tharthe Forcible Birth of Reforma- 
tion, 15 every way as pcrillous as the Dilardry 
Production of nt. | mu = . 
'- Such who doubt not oftheir way, muſt not 
- 0 ay proudly 
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proudly contemn Diſlenters,  - Some are, to. be 
pitied in their Errors, - when.they are not in- 
dulged. by the neglect of ſearching atrer., Truth. 
Bur a difſembled. Compliance, before thorow 
Conviction, 1s an Hypocrirical Flattery; and will 
for advantage, ſecretly undermine. Foundation 
Principles. Truth 1s belt preſerved, when thoſe 
who formerly oppoſedit, are convinced of their 
Error; andthen, ſuch ought gladly to become. 
ics humble Clients : yea, much racher us bluſhing 
Captives. With how peaccable Deportment 
did the very Apoſtles ſpread Evangelical, Lighc 
to the Lk Nations, that they nughtwin 
chem.co the Obedience of Chriſts Sceprer... This. 
cauſed them to triumph, in leading the captivity 
of the Devil captive; 'foraſmuch as they power- 
tully infinuaced the Truch , by,che Conviction 
of an Holy Life, made amiable by the Excmpla- 
rity of Mcckneſs and Zeavenly Selt-denial.. 
Bur the ſepararion of Peace from Holineſs, 1s 
a ſecret contempt of. the God. af Truth, . and 
will proye the: Carcaſe only of, Proſperity. --...., 
Therefore, ler. us hold faſt the Myitery '6f 
Faich in a pure Conſcience, as we expect,. that 
the darkeſt Providences ſhould be cleared up to 
us, in apropitious creating of ſerenc and happy 
rimecs. | [oo -; -. 
Okcen times the ChurchofChrilt, which isthe 
Darling of his. Providence, . becomes [3 tiery 
©P cacon. 


Tax] 
"Beacon by extremities of Afﬀition, to warn 
others, that if the Lord's own People 'violate 


their Soul —_ in not walking according to 
h ey ball 


che Purity of the Chriſtian Faith, even Th 
ſmart ſeyerely for i. 

Let not the Ronaſh Synagogue therefore, 
boaſt of her pompous Viſibility in her Profpe- 
rous Iniquities. For, though her outward Paint- 
ing and Patching in Religion, draw the Wonder 
of the Nations, before they Wander after her 
Deceptions; yet Hereſies and Abominarions 
(will mn due time ) undermine a Semblance of 
Tranquility, and Strip herbare, as an Harfor, of 
all the Orriaments which cover her obſtinate 
Degeneracy. « | 

The truc Church may be Hid for a time, as a 
Lilly among Thorns ; yet Rome in all her Glory 
is not arrayed like one of thoſe Lillies, when 
ſtained with Calumny, or rather Beautified with 
the Blood of Martyrdom. 

How corely and prevailing wth God , for 
Deliverance in Diſtreſs, 'are filent Penitennal 
Tears, in the Dove-like Eyes'of his People;efſpe- 
cially when they retain — in detend- 
ing the Dowry of Truth, and the Standard of 
Real Holineſs. 3 

Light is ſown.for the Rightcous, and Joy for 
the Upnight in Heart. 

This ſecretly ſpring up for ſuch, _ 


» 
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dark Providences wind themſelves about, in rich 
Mines of Comfort, through the Labyritith of” 
their perplexing Doubts and Fears. 


Direfions. It we would ger a Proſpect of 
Bright, Serene, and Happy times; obſerve theſe 
Directions following: | | 

Firſt, Let the Eye of our Faith be cleared up+ 
from Prejudice, and ftcadily fixt upon That viral: 
Influx of Divine Power, Wiſdom, and Fidelity. 
in God, which conſtantly takes care of his Eſpou-- 
ſed Intereſt, under all thoſe Convulſion-pangs, 
which ſeem to. diflolve the very Ligaments of. 
Truth and Peace. "p00 

Faith can ferch a Deſponding Soul to Life,. 
when Deadly Fears aſfaulr us. - -- = 

Even white we are giving up the Ghoſt of. 
Hope, Mercy may come forth, to meer us-with. 
Salvation. 

Thus the Diſciples cried our, Tt is a Spirit, when: 
Chriſt walked on the Sea toward them, to calm- 
the Storm, and allay the greater Tempeſt {every 
Fears ) in their own Hearts. \-,". £ bo hr 


Thus the darkeſt Seaſon of the Night,immedi- 
ately precedes the-Dawning of the Day. 

The thickeſt Throws and' Agonies, not only 
contribute toward, and make Way for, but are . 
the Signal of a Joytul and Speedy Birch. _ 

Even Obftructions ( as Divine Wiſdom orders 
them.) ſhall ſmooth the way to Safety. _ 


, 
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Acskilful Archer ſbuts one Eye, to ſtrengthen 
the Viſive Spinits.in the other, that he may more 


dextcrouſly level atche Mark. * 


\So, ſuppreſs Carnal Reaſon, as an unke: 

of Dine ſpenſations ; if you would Lay 

ſupport of God's Propinouſneſs under ſeeming 

cons. We ſhould count our fclves fafc, 

while the Helm is 1n God's Hand : | 
--For though he ſufters Srorms and Difficulcics 

ro Encompals us; yet, no Engines ſhall ever 
ain thcir deſigned Point againſt the Lord's In- 
CTitancec. 

2. Dire. Bc wonderfully Aﬀected with, and 
Thankful / for, the Firſt-fruits of Deliyerance , 
Zech.4.1o.Itisvery unbeconung,to deſpiſe the day 
of ſmall things; yea, it is a great fin, to pre- 
judgethe Lords Work, by the firſt view; cſpe- 
cx 4 when it 1s certain, that the Lord reſerves 
his choiceſt Mercies, as lovely Colours, to be 
ſupcrinduced at laſt, when he1s reſolved to cx- 

(s the Beauty of. lus Providence to the Life, 
—_ Contucation of our wnpaticnt Curoſity, A 
thankful Valuation of the leaſt beam of Light, 
when all hope of rclict ſeemed periſh'd, is the on- 
ly way £0 bring forward Deliverance to Maru- 
Its fi -; 

The Lord doth not undertake Works inſtampe 
with wonder, to lay them aſide, without any 
carcot bringing them toa PerteCft Birth. 
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The wideſt , deepeſt , overflowing Rivers , 
fpring froma little Conduit Head. y 
So,Sions Salvation goes forth at firſt like a Lamp 
ony, before 1t prove a Conſtellation of Bright- 
us * , {ſpreading over all the Expanſions of Di. 


$. 

During the ſaddeſt Contexture of Providence, 
che Spiritual Glory of Chriſts Evangelical King- 
dom, ſhall neyer fer, it ſhall ſpread the more, by 
Oppoſition ; become Illaſtrous by thoſe very 
Fogs and Miſts, which afcend out of the Bottom- 
lels Pit of Popiſh Herelie , Treachery, andCru- 


clty. 

Thoſe very Prayers which ſeemed loſt , ſhall 
return loaden with the Richeſt and Choiceſt 
Mercies. The Lord will beautifie the Meck with 
Salvation, therefore beg a Spiritual Eye, to take 
a Proſpect of Deliverance beyond the Linuts of 
Preſcnrt Senſc. 

Thus David , having obtained Gods Word 
only, for the Conqueſt of his Enenues,..crmum- 

cd before he ſtruck a ſtroke ; ſo confidentaway 

of Succels. | 

Hecried out , Gilead is mine, Manaſle is mine, 
over Edony with Fiaft my Shoe : Whuch was a Sign 
of taking Poſſeſhon of the Pronuſe, as ithe were 
actually dividing the Spoil on this and that fide 
Fordan, becauſe God had ſpokenit in his Holineſs 
and Veracity. 

E How + 
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How- much more., ſhould we en our 
Faith, when the Lord makes the lea(t Stricture 
of Light, an Aſſuring Pledge of the Glorious 
Perfection of Felicity. 

. Dire. Lay afide your Sclfiſh Intereſt, and 
wa a {ingle eye aim at the Lords Glory. Thus 
the Church aftirmed , That even in the way of thy 
Judgments (while the Yoke of their Captivity was 
firmly wreathed abour their Necks) have we wait- 
ed for thee, 0 Lord: The deſire of our ſoul , is to thy 
Name , and to the remembrance of Thee. As it 
they had ſaid , Let us never be delivered, rather 
than Thy Name ſhould be eclipſed; what-cver 
becomes of Us, provide for the Imblazoning of 
thine own Glory. 

Be content to ſtay in the Furnace, rather than 
not to have your Dros ſeparated. 

Be willing to learn the Myſtery of Divine 
Recumbency on the Lords Fidelity, though we 
þe tutored to it by the greateſt Exigents. 

Impaticncy of Spiric, 1s a Signal of —__ 
tency , that we arc not as yet capable of That 
Mercy, which we ſcck, in the trowardneſs of 
our Hearts. 

Facob endured many and ſharp Afictions, be- 
cauſc he fore-ſtalled the Bleſling by Deccar. 

When we ſnatch at Mercics, as the truit of the 
Pronuſe before: u benipe , it breeds the Worm 
of a Proud Sclt-conccitednels at the Core, or a 
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Surfeir of Scnſualicy , in abuſe of the Choiceſt 

r15 the rro ot a rroud ypocrite, to b 
Prificalin Prayer , and not able to T7 tor Gods 
Salvation. 

Bur an humble Patience , which believes In 
Hope againſt Hope , 1s as a Branch of the Myrrhe 
Tree, which (fome report) preſerves Travellers 
from ryring and fainting, though they walk cho- 
row the Valley ot moſt Deadly Snaresand Fears. 

4. Dire. Submit to the Lords Merhod of 
Carrying on his Own Work, though the Means 
ſcem very unlikely, weak, and contemprible, 

ca contrariant to that Model, which we have 
tooliſhly fore-caſt in our Carnal Wiſdom. 

Shall che weak Potſherds of the Earth, difpute 
Gods Sovercign Wiſdom and Authoriry , when 
they ſhould comply with his ſevereſt Diſpenſa- 
tons ? 

It is the undoubred Priviledge of every wiſc 
Man, to diſpoſe of the Concernments of lus own 
Family, asimfclf pleaſes. 

And ſhall we not ſubmut ro God, who 1s un- 
controulable in Majeſty, and unaccountable 
in his holy and rightcous ſcrtingour the various 
Schemes of his Providence, in all the Circum- 
ſtances of our Pilgrimage * Shall wereject his 
Conduet, in diſpoting ot the Aﬀaurs of Nations? 

Shall che Shallows ot our. reafon, prompt us to 
EY refine, 
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repine , whereas all Creatures obey' the-Law of 
their Natural Inſtinct , and wait upon the Lord 
for his Bleſſing, in the Execution of their yari- 
ous Offices. 210et 

Yea thoſe Creatures , which have an Antipa- 
thy cach to other, yet are wiſely andcalmly o- 
ver-ruled, by a Divine Inviſible Hand ; fo that 
1s org it , .Jn promoting the Harmonious 

llity of the Creation, for a Common Uni- 
yerſal Benefir. 

It the Lords Providence condeſcends cxa®ly 
tonumber the very Hairs of our Head , can we 
(im reaſon) think that he will make a Spoil of 
Kingdoms, in toſſing them from the Centerof 
their Tranquillity , without juſt Demerit in us, 
or Reluctancy in Himſelf? 

Get an Intereſt therefore , in the Unchangea- 
ble Love of God; then you. will be above the 
Reachand Hurt of every Outward Change. 

s. Dire4. Putthe Promiſes in Suit. The Lord 
ſtirs up a mighty Spirit of Prayer, before he cx- 
cites Himfelt ro create Deliverance tor his AﬀMi- 
&ed Churches. 

Would we have him awake, and make bare 
his Arm for our Relicf and Defence ; We muſt 

puzeup our ſelves from our Security, andſtand 
to our Duty. 

acob's Example and Succeſs, who would nor 

it wreſtling, though he lumpt, may provoke 


Us 
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Usto Zealin Prayer : He well knew; that, after 
a Tcdhious Night ſpent, in Tears-and Supplicau- 
on , the Moming would dawn in a- Solan 
Bleſſing, 3 

Letour Zeal, like His, be confirmed by op- 
poſition ; and it is very probable,that This Gene- 
ration ſhall ſurvive, to ſee Rome buried mn That 
Deſolation , which She- contrives. for. Others: 
How did a Dark Night of Diſtreſs lately involve 
us, while Antichriſt deſigned (as a Dying Beaſt 
bites fierceſt ) to have ſlain the Wineſles of 
Chrifts pure Religion ? 

Yet how wondertully are Magiſtracy and Mi- 
niſtry preſerved, inthe free Exerciſe of their Fun- 
tions, becauſe Chriſt overſhadows thoſe Myſti- 
cal Stars in his Right Hand, and binds themas 
an honourable Signet on his Arm, 

Bleſſed be God, who hath turned the Dark 
Evening into a. Day of Jubilee, by the difap- 
pointment of ſuch an unparallel'd Conſpiracy. 

What now Remains, but that we ſhould re- 
ſolve to continue Loyal to God,. and his Vice- 
| in the Face and Diſpight of the greateſt 

ngcrs. 

Thus Stars ſhinc brighteſt.in the darkeſt Ni ght. 
Let us hold On, in an cyen , ſteady., cheartyl 
Courſe of Righteouſneſs, notwithſtanding the 
virulent Reproaches of. the Common Enemy. 

Thus Viper of Detraction , ſhall not avays 

c 


Pd 


[ 32 ] 
Infeſt the Churches Peace and Reputation, but 
ſhall Swell only, till it burſt it felf, and be caft 
into the Fire. ; 

A right-bred Faith, can digeſt Difficulties, 
and Extremitiesof Danger, by turning themin- 
to Arguments of Stability ; yea, into the brisk 
Spints of Triumphant Joy. 

Bur then let us remember, Thar Preſeryarti- 
ons prove not real Mercies, but Snares, if nor 
improved by a wiſe, arcumſpec&t, and holy 
Converſation. 

An humble, heavenly Frame, can only ſweet- 
enthe birrereſt Diſpenfations by Contentment ; 
as alſo preſerve us from a ſurteit of Pride and 
Senſuality, in the higheſt float of Earthly Peace 
and Felicity. 

61y, Andlaftly, Pay thoſe Vows of Selt-reſig- 
nation, which you made when your Lives hung 
in Doubr and Suſpence, becauſe God had no 
more Afluranceof your Love and Obedience. 

We arc uſually very Gractous by fits, when 
Pangs of Diſtreſs are uponus: Then, hke Neph- 
thaly, we give goodly Words, fair Promiſes of 
Reformation; yet, ſct at Liberty, we ſoon wax 
wanton like a wild Hind, and will not be confi- 
ned within the Verge of God's Righteous Laws. 

But there muſt be a new Creation within us, 
if we would have the Lord work a new Salva- 


tion for us. 
- Though 


[33]! 
Though our Deliverance ſeemed to have been: 
wroughtin a Dream, It was ſo wonderful; yer; 
our ſelves, muſt not continue under the Lethar-' 
ozeof an Impenitent Security. | | 
. If any man ſhall preſume to ſtreneghen hint- 
felf in his Wickedneſs, and yer expect, that the: 
Lord ſhould fave him in Diſtreſs, he puts a no- 
corious Cheat upon himſelf 

The Promiſe of Deliverance, ſhall become as 
a Vaniſhing-Night-Viſion unto ſuch. 

Let us theretore, being delivered from our: 
Enemies round abour, Edifie our ſelves in ourho- 
ly Faith, and walk in the Fear of the Lord, as 
Incompaſt with the Comtorts of his Salvation. 

Would we have the Lord's Fidelity, go forth 
as a Lamp of Brightneſs for S:0r's ſafety ? Letus: 
put ourſelves to the Bluſh for our Unduntulneſs,. 
and multiphed, Provocations againſt the Holy 
One. "* / »_ 

So willthe Lord appear in the Glory of all his- 
Attributes, to build us up, with Stability in 
Church and State. 

He ſball make us become, nor only Formida- 
ble to our -Adverſaries- ,- but alſo a Bulwark of 
Detenceto Others in Diſtreſs. 

Then ſhall it be Verified of England. ( as of : 
Sion ) that God 1s in themudit of Her : There- 
fore, he will help Her right carly ; He will ſur- 
round her with his Mercy as with a Shield ; L.. 


[ 34] 
She become the Perfection of Beauty, the Praiſe 
and Joy of the whole Earth: To which State of 
Safery and Renownthe Father of Lights conduct 
us, for the Merits ſake of, our Bleſſed Redeemer, 
ro whom with the Holy Spirit of Truth, Unity, 
and Concord, be aſcribed (as moſt due is) all 


Honour, Praiſe, Donumion, and Obedience, 
now and forever. Amen. | 


